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The squad met back 
in September for pre season 
calisthenics and a trip to 
Portugal which is described in 
Patrick Crossley’s inimitable 
writing style elsewhere in this 
edition of the gazette.  This 
was (as always) a hard but 
very exciting time of year.  The 
squad meets for the first time 
and takes on a life of its own. 
Disparate characters mesh 
and bond in the Cambridge 
style via taking the mickey out 
of each other, working hard 
on the training pitch, social 
activities and guidance from 
the esteemed moulder of men 
Tony Rodgers and ace 
motivator Dick Matthews.  
After the tour to Portugal the 
squad had a few days off to 

get their affairs in order and 
move up to Cambridge before 
the hustle of the Michaelmas 
term was upon us.

The term is only eight weeks 
long and is very intense for all 
the players who are trying to 
balance the academic 
workload of Cambridge 
University with the demands 
of the rugby club. The games 
come in quick succession and 
there is no respite from top 
quality opposition.  Therefore 
it’s a great opportunity for the 
players to test themselves and 
CURUFC to welcome some 
top quality fixtures. The 
players all appreciate the 
support they get at Grange 
Road. I know that the new 

team are looking to increase 
that support to assist the 
team and clubs development 
goals.  The first fixture was the 
annual ‘Old Boys’ game which 
was won 33-22 at Rosslyn 
Park RFC.  Here two (or 
maybe three or four!) 
generations of CURUFC 
players competed for the Tony 
Craigen trophy (a dear friend 
of the club who passed away 
sadly this year). It was a good 
natured match with no quar-
ter given or asked. In quick 
succession a Blackheath ‘XV’ 
was played a few days later 
with the university again 
winning 21-20.  To complete 
this first tranche of games 
we had an away trip to 
Nottingham RFC one cold 

October night. This has not 
being a happy hunting ground 
for Blues teams the last few 
years and the team travelled 
with some anxiety. However 
we actually won this game by 
multiple scores playing some 
very good rugby. 

However after these first 
games against admittedly 
easier opposition, we faced 
a daunting fixture list against 
a variety of top sides. This 
would take our number of 
games to 13 in 9 weeks before 
the Varsity squad was chosen. 
I feel this was hard for the 
squad to deal with alongside 
all their other commitments. 
A direct correlation in my 
opinion was that we faced 
a lengthy injury and sick list 
throughout this period. It 
follows that we were unable 
to get any consistency - 
something we paid for later.  
We lost against a strong 
Ospreys team (6 – 44), 
Saracens (20-27) and an 
interesting away fixture to 
Spain (20-27). Although we 
were in a bad run, the squad 
stuck together and worked 
incredibly hard to right this 
negative momentum. Perhaps 
we were too reflexive? 
Unfortunately we continued 
this losing run against the 
Crawshays (22-36), North-
ampton (21-29) and our nadir 
against Worcester (3-31). 

We lost to the Steele-Bodger 
XV (20-29) but with a vastly 
improved performance. Please 
see the article on the game 
later in the gazette for a 
detailed report regarding this 
major event in CURUFC’s 
calendar. However after this 
seven game losing streak we 
beat Aberavon (27-10) in our 
final fixture. That night the 
squad was chosen to defend 
the Nomura trophy and the 
Varsity series squads were 
announced. Despite the 
eclectic season we 
experienced (to say the least!), 
we were still confident 
internally and would go in to 
the match against Oxford 
desperate to prove our 
doubters wrong. 
Unfortunately as you know, 
we narrowly failed to achieve 
this goal. The thing the club 
will take from this season, 
is that although the Varsity 
match is a one off occasion 
and anything can (and does) 
happen. A settled side and a 
side with confidence is 
something that should be 
more on our radar. The view 
that we ‘will be alright’ relies 
too heavily on the legacy of 
past successful teams and 
denies the agency that each 
team has to make and shape 
history in their own image. I 
know that the club is in good 
hands with Dan Vickerman 
next year and this situation 

will be addressed.  I have a 
multitude of thanks to say and 
have made them in my short 
piece regarding the Varsity 
Match itself to avoid 
duplication.  

Jon Dawson
Captain 2008

  
Michaelmas Term
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After the many changes 
of the last few years 2007/8 
was hopefully to be the first 
year of a period of stability. 
With a full sponsorship for 
the Varsity Match the trading 
budget for 2007/8, excluding 
all investment income, had 
been set to show a break even 
situation. The outcome was a 
small loss of £4,300.

It was pleasing that the day to 
day expenditure of the club 
was very similar to that of the 
previous year 2006/7 which 
was the first full year of the 
new staff restructuring. 
Bursary expenditure was 
less than budget as one of 
the holders did not return 
for 2007/8. 

During 2007/8 the Investment 
Funds were moved to Close 
Brothers. The stock market 
problems meant that the 
notional gains of last year 
were lost and the funds 
were down £33,300. It has 
been common practice that 
interest on the funds has 
been reinvested. This policy 
was reviewed by the General 
Committee and it was agreed 
that from 2008/9 onwards an 
amount of £15,000 per annum 
would be taken from the 
Investment Funds to go 
towards the day to day 
running of the club.
It was hoped that this financial 

model would be replicated 
over the next few years to 
give a platform for 
researching and launching 
an Appeal as well as increasing 
our local sponsorship. 
However as with all 
businesses the turbulent 
financial situation has caused 
concern for the 2008/9 year 
and beyond. The falling stock 
market means our 
investment portfolio goes 
down in value. At least our 
move to Close Brothers 
was proved to be prudent as 
Singer and Friedlander were 
part of the Icelandic banks 
crash. The collapse of Lehman 
Brothers meant a last minute 
change of sponsor for the 
Varsity Match and this created 
uncertainty about the match 
in the media. This change along 
with the ‘credit crunch’ in the 
city meant that as with all of 
the International matches the 
match gate was down, with a 
consequent reduced amount 
of revenue. In Cambridge 
despite putting in a great deal 
of time into local sponsorship 
the business climate is such 
that most companies have 
had little funds available for 
sponsorship during 08/09. 

Another issue for 2008/9 was 
that a larger proportion than 
normal of postgraduate 
players who had applied to 
the University were accepted. 

This will mean that the net 
Bursary expenditure will be 
above the normal budgeted 
amount. Also as part of the 
need to diversify the funding 
of the club during 2007/8 a 
Development Steering Group 
was put in place. It was agreed 
that during 2008/9 a budget 
be instituted to fund the 
updating of the current 
database and to prepare 
the ground for an Appeal 
sometime during 2010 or 
2011.  It was agreed that this 
expenditure was taken from 
the investment funds.

Austin Jessop
Treasurer

Pre-season, a phrase 
likely to strike fear into the 
heart of any rugby player, this 
season began a little later than 
usual for the returning Blues 
squad. Jon Dawson’s new 
squad assembled in Grange 
Road in mid September and 
quickly set about forging a 
team spirit that was go-
ing to serve the squad well 
throughout the season. After a 
morning introducing ourselves 
and our goals for the year to 
come, the camp proper began 
that afternoon and we were 
straight into training. The fol-
lowing few days where a whirl 
of new calls, more running 
and the chance for some team 
bonding as social secretary 
Joey Wheeler organised an 
outing or two in his own 
inimitable style. 

After a trial match against 
Cambridge RFC, a tour squad 
of 26 was announced to visit 
Villamoura on the Algarve in 
Portugal, playing two matches 
against the Portuguese 
national team. Our base was 
to be the Browns Leisure 
Resort that has served as a 
base recently to the Australian 
2007 RWC squad, as well as 
the England team. With excel-
lent facilities literally on our 
doorsteps, it was to prove the 
perfect location from which 
to launch our campaign. The 
first game of the tour was 

played in Lisbon, and after a 4 
hour bus journey, we arrived 
with limited time to warm 
up (not that it was needed 
in 27°C heat!) and prepare 
for the game. This may have 
reflected in a slightly disjoint-
ed and inaccurate perform-
ance that resulted in a 26-0 
score line. When considered 
alongside that it was our first 
real game as a team, and that 
Portugal were in the final 
stages of preparation for their 
upcoming season, this result 
can be slightly more under-
standable. Nevertheless, any 
Light Blue team should never 
be happy with such a loss and 
it was clear in the following 
training sessions that another 
such performance would not 
be tolerated.

When not on the training 
field, the squad found time 
to relax with a fishing trip, a 
trip to the local water park, 
by the pool (tanning mainly) 
as well as the ever present 
range of activities available at 
the complex. It was rumoured 
that Tony Rodgers tried his 
hand at salsa aerobics with 
Juanita, but had to be asked to 
leave the session. We’re still 
not sure why…..

With the arrival of coach 
Dick Matthews on tour and 
a slightly cooler temperature, 
the second test saw a much 

improved performance from 
the Blues. Leading at half time 
8-7, the second half slipped 
away as players in key posi-
tions were lost. However, it 
was obvious that commitment 
and dedication to the cause 
weren’t going to be a problem 
this season. So the Blues 
returned home, weary and 
jaded, but with much progress 
having been made. Combina-
tions and patterns established, 
nicknames created and team 
spirit forged. Touring is such 
an important part of the spe-
cial Cambridge spirit….long 
may it continue.

GDBO 

Patrick Crossley
Secretary 2008

  
Financial Report

  
Portugal Tour
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Season 2008 saw the  
annual Steele-Bodger fixture 
at Grange Road. In a game 
that is 61 years old, this 
fixture traditionally offers the 
sternest test for the Blues 
outside of the Varsity Match. 
It also provides a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate what 
is good and great about CU-
RUFC and for old friends to 
catch up and remember their 
Cambridge days. 

First played in 1948, over the 
years “Bodgers” has been one 
of the constants in the ever 
changing rugby world. Such is 

the high regard in which the 
fixture is held that in the past, 
the Steele-Bodger XV has 
been led by British Lions cap-
tains, World Cup winners, and 
future Presidents of the RFU 
alike; even someone called 
Anthony Keene Rodgers…
whoever he was. 

Prior to kick off, the crowd 
witnessed one of the great 
Varsity Match traditions, ‘The 
Challenge’. Peter Clarke, 
captain of OURFC, along with 
his squad challenged Cam-
bridge captain Jon Dawson 
to bring his best and finest 
men to Twickenham to play 
in the 127th Varsity Match; a 
challenge that was readily ac-
cepted and returned by all of 
the resident Blues.

The match itself proved to 
be an entertaining game for 
the large crowd. The opening 
minutes saw the Blues pun-
ished following a mistake at 
the lineout, with the Bodgers 
setting up a ruck in front of 
the posts and Cambridge con-
ceding a penalty. Following this 
early blow, the home team 
went through multiple phases 
of possession in the opposi-
tion half, with forwards and 
backs taking the ball up alike. 
However, it was the Steele Bs 
backs who scored the first try; 
a missed tackle in the centre 
allowed a simple try. Striking 

back, crowd favourite, model 
and hunk, James Wellwood fin-
ished off a resounding move in 
the corner, swiftly followed by 
a penalty to make the score 
10-8 at half time to the guests.

The second half began with 
an early Steele-Bodger try fol-
lowing a breakaway down the 
left. As the game continued, 
the play began to break up 
and the ball went from end to 
end. With the Blues camped 
on the Bodgers line twice, 
somehow the guests managed 
to go the length of the field 
twice and score crucial tries 
that ultimately cost the Blues 
the game.

With their backs the wall, 
Cambridge hit back with two 
late tries of their own, first 
through Scott MacLennan and 
then Will Jones, both following 
good build up play from the 
tight five. With a final score 
29-20, a good evening was 
celebrated by both teams at 
the Steele-Bodger dinner. The 
Blues squad are extremely 
grateful to Mickey for as-
sembling his team, and for his 
continuing support in this way. 
Long may it and what makes 
Grange Road special continue.

GDBO

Patrick Crossley
Secretary 2008

  
Steele-Bodger Match

The tragic collapse of 
Lehman Brothers in 
September 2009 was greeted 
with great sadness in the two 
University Rugby Clubs.  We 
were building a close relation-
ship with them as our Var-
sity Match sponsors, but this 
ended prematurely after only 
two years.  It is with consider-
able pleasure that in the space 
of only a few weeks we were 
able to welcome Nomura 

on board as sponsors of the 
Nomura Varsity Match.

Nomura is a leading global 
financial services group 
with worldwide reach.  It 
has acquired select Lehman 
Brothers’ businesses in Asia, 
Europe and the Middle East.  
It has thereby assembled a 
powerful financial institution 
offering exciting and wide 
ranging career opportunities 

in three key areas – Invest-
ment Banking, Global Markets 
and Business Infrastructure.

We are truly fortunate that 
together with the acquisition 
of certain Lehman Brothers’ 
businesses Nomura decided 
to continue the sponsorship 
of the Varsity Match. 

  
NOMURA

VARSITY MATCH 2009 

The 2009 Nomura Varsity Match 
will be played at Twickenham on 

Thursday December 10. 

A DIFFERENT VIEW

Delivering results worldwide 

Domestic Retail. Global Markets. Investment Banking. Merchant Banking. Asset Management.

Nomura is the global marketing name of Nomura Holdings, Inc. (Tokyo) and its direct and indirect subsidiaries worldwide including Nomura International 
(Hong Kong) Limited, licensed and regulated by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission, Nomura Securities International, Inc (New York), a
member of FINRA, NYSE and SIPC and Nomura International plc (London), authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority and member of the
London Stock Exchange.

Nomura is the pre-eminent Asian-based investment bank. We pride ourselves on

supporting talent and delivering results with dynamic and talented individuals in our team.

www.nomura.com

C30206 A5  17/10/08  10:57  Page 1
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We lost the game to 
Oxford (29-33) on the 11th 
December 2008. It was 
perhaps one of the hardest 
moments in my life and one 
that will forever haunt me. 
However as we retired to the 
Oxford and Cambridge club 
in Pall Mall I thought that the 
day which couldn’t get any 
worse was about to (I had to 
make a speech, not my strong 
point and attend a dinner). 
How wrong I was! Despite 
the immense disappointment 
suffered by all those con-
cerned (players, staff, partners) 
the night (as always) was one 
to remember. The bonhomie 
and genuine feeling of friend-
ship around that room made 
me proud that I was captain 
that day and how lucky we all 
were to be a tiny part of the 
venerable CURUFC history.  
Individuals who have experi-
enced a higher level of rugby 
than the varsity match were 
deeply moved by the many 
idiosyncrasies and traditions 
of the fixture and occasion. 
This reiterates to me how the 
history and traditions of the 
club have to be honoured and 
treasured. They are what make 
our club so special and we 
must never forget how lucky 
we are. 

The game passed in a blur.  
Catling put Oxford up with 

his first try after just six 
minutes. We responded with 
a well-worked effort from 
Jimmy Richards, before he 
and Oxford kicker Gregory 
exchanged penalties. Catling 
scored two more tries and 
when Gregory added a pen-
alty to the conversion it gave 
them a 28-10 lead. The score 
at half time was not a fair re-

flection of the game. The spirit 
at half time was unbelievable. 
We were staring down the 
barrel, but at no point was 
there any thought of throwing 
in the towel. We started at a 
faster pace and hit back by 
driving Nail Conlan over from 
close range. However Clarke 
scored a breakaway try that 
was a major blow. The team 

still refused to give in and Joe 
Wheeler and James Wellwood 
both scored. Despite a frantic 
final few minutes we couldn’t 
overturn the deficit and the 
final whistle blew.  

I will not state that we were 
the perfect team on the day 
or throughout the season. But 
we demonstrated huge inner 

strength and pride to come 
back on the 11th and almost 
win. I have been in teams 
or seen teams at all levels 
crumble in such an instance. 
We stuck together and fought 
back. That is a measure of the 
team’s character and spirit. 
Even Oxford will concede 
(perhaps) that if the match 
had continued for a few more 

minutes we probably would 
have overhauled them. We 
were a proud team to wear 
the light blue of Cambridge. 
We ultimately gave ourselves 
too much to do by allowing 
them to score cheap points 
(Something we struggled with 
all year). Therefore despite 
scoring four well worked 
tries, we also conceded four 

in much easier circumstances. 
The game plan, selections etc 
can be questioned in hindsight 
by those outside the squad. 
However those within know 
we played pretty well on 
the day with the ball. Unfor-
tunately collectively we let 
ourselves down in defence. I 
know that these errors will be 
ironed out and now that the 

bitter taste of defeat has being 
tasted; the squad next year 
will be hungrier than ever to 
win back the Nomura trophy. 

I would like to congratulate 
Oxford for the way that they 
played that day and the win 
they achieved.  I just hope 
that they don’t hold onto the 
trophy for any longer than a 

year and it is back in Grange 
Road next December. I must 
say goodbye to CURUFC 
in June 2009. I have had an 
unbelievable three years at 
the club. I wanted to thank all 
the players for their efforts 
this year. I am proud to have 
being their Captain.  I have 
being helped immeasurably by 
the coaches (Todge, Dick), my 

honorary secretary(Patrick 
Crossley), physio (Marty), 
conditioner (Ed), club doc-
tor (Simon), club surgeon 
(Graham), the office (Ian and 
Liz), committee (too many to 
mention!) and grounds man 
(Dave) during my time here. 
Thank you one and all. I look 
forward to catching up in the 
future at Grange Road and 
watching the next generation 
of ‘Cambridge Men’ grow 
and blossom. CURUFC is an 
extraordinary place. We must 
all remember this and take 
strength from that.  I would 
like to wish Dan Vickerman 
luck next year as the captain 
of the Blues. He will do an 
amazing job and I know that 
the club is in very good hands. 

GDBO

Jon Dawson
Captain 2008

  
Varsity Match
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The LX Club was 
excellently captained by No.8 
Andy Wheble (Trinity) and 
in keeping with recent years 
played matches mainly against 
club teams on Saturdays. For 
the first time for a number 
of years it was possible 
to have a settled squad of 
postgraduate players and 
undergraduates too old to 
represent the U21’s. The 
fixture list proved very strong 
and despite excellent efforts 
from all players there were 
some large margins in defeat 
to both Blackheath Seconds 

8-46 and Richmond Seconds 
54-7. In addition the annual 
match against the powerful 
Army U23 ended in defeat 
by 3-47. On the positive 
side however, Hertford RFC 
seconds were defeated 44-12 
and Luton RFC Development 
team beaten 44-14. The other 
match of the term saw a tre-
mendously exciting and open 
game against Loughborough 
University lost 37-21.
The LX Club v OURFC 
Greyhounds Varsity game had 
to be moved from Grange 
Road to Cambridge RFC at 

the last minute due to frost 
and in an exciting encoun-
ter the ‘Hounds’ gradually 
pulled away in the second 
half to win by 27-15. Tries for 
CURUFC were scored by 
Jonny Thompson (Christ’s) 
and Richard Lum (St John’s) 
with a conversion and penalty 
kicked by Rhydian McGuire 
(Hughes Hall).

Ian Minto

U21A v OURFC  
WHIPPETS 

The U21A XV travelled to 
Iffley Road defending the cup 
and determined not to leave 
it in Oxford. The game was 
very exciting and skilful with 
the Cambridge team gener-
ally dominating. Tries from 
No.8 Ben Miller ( Robinson) 
and centre Mat Thomas (St. 
John’s) converted by Aaron 
Sonenfeld ( St John’s) put the 
U21A’s into a deserved 12-0 
lead going into the last fifteen 
minutes. However, a  good 
fight back from the Whippets 

culminated in a drawn game 
12-12 but crucially a ‘winning 
draw’ for CURUFC. The cup 
is still at Grange Road. The 
general feeling was happy with 
the cup retention but very 
disappointed to have let a 
game which should have been 
won slip away.

CURUFC COLLEGES 
XV v OURFC 
COLLEGES XV

This was another excel-
lent match which ultimately 
proved to be a battle between 
the power and organisation of 

the Cambridge pack against 
the sheer speed of the OUR-
FC backs. As if to prove the 
old adage that ‘speed is king’ 
the four tries scored by the 
OURFC winger led to a vic-
tory by 31-12 which appeared 
handsome in terms of score 
but obscured the really hard 
fought nature of the game. 
Cambridge tries were scored 
by No. 8 Ed Wells and centre 
James Taylor (both St John’s) 
with Leo White (Queens’) 
converting one.

Ian Minto

The efforts of Dave 
Hurst led to a perfect play-
ing surface available at the 
start of the season and the 
use of liquid iron together 
with increased aeration 
produced an increased root 
zone. The number of matches 
sustainable on the ground is 
testament to Dave’s efforts 
however even he cannot con-
trol the weather. The Michael-
mas term was increasingly wet 
and though the pitch held up 
it began in late November to 
suffer from the permanent 
wetting point being reached 
and further drainage an issue. 

However, through careful 
ground use the preparations 
for the Varsity series were not 
compromised. Unfortunately 
a very heavy frost caused the 
LX Club Varsity to be moved 
to Cambridge Rugby Club 
following a late inspection on 
the day.
The Lent term has seen the 
heaviest snow and frost for 
many years and cost us the 
matches against Penguins and 
the RAF together with some 
football matches. As I write 
the snow has cleared and the 
pitch is once again in pretty 
good shape for the visit of the 
Royal Navy!

There have been no major 
repairs needed at the ground 
although replacing the fences 
on the training field to keep 
out our dear friends the ever 
increasing cuniculi lepin is a 
priority. Also planned in 2009 
is the replacement of some of 
the worn out terracing on the 
pavilion side of the ground.

Ian Minto

The U21XV benefited 
from a settled squad and 
were well led by hooker Will 
Hall ( St.John’s). The fierce 
determination of those play-
ers retained from last year 
was supplemented by an 
influx of good fresher backs 
and the development work 
undertaken with the previ-
ous year’s U20 squad proved 
a heady mix. Prior to Varsity 
six matches were played with 
three losses against very 
strong opposition in The Irish 
Exiles XV containing six age 
group internationals (29-54), 
Loughborough University 
(10-20) and Bedford Blues 
Development XV (14-44). 

These matches all proved 
excellent in terms of develop-
ment and there were always 
positives to be drawn. Wins 
were recorded against United 
Hospitals (31-7) and Rugby 
Lions RFC Development XV 
(25-12). The final match prior 
to Varsity saw a tremendous 
victory against a strong Lon-
don Welsh XV containing at 
least three contracted players 
by 36-12. This match was a 
fierce physical battle and the 
players’ response, particularly 
in defence gave tremendous 
confidence for the upcoming 
Varsity game at Twickenham.
A fantastic performance by 
the U21’s at HQ saw a victory 

by 20-3, keeping the ‘other 
side’ try-less through well 
organised and tough defence 
and exhibiting some exhilarat-
ing  expansive attacking rugby 
on our behalf. The score could 
have been greater but winger 
Fraser Johnston ( Emmanuel) 
finished off a great move with 
a try in the corner,  flanker 
Luke Aylward (Homerton) 
sprinted in under the posts to 
score tries and full back Will 
Balfour ( Queens’) kicked ten 
points. Long time coach Jim 
Ashworth’s happiness knew 
no boundaries!

Ian Minto

  
LX Club Report

  
U21A and Colleges Varsity Matches

  
Ground News

  
U21’s Report
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Established by a group 
of former CURUFC players 
this unique fellowship has 
been created to ensure that 
friends, family and colleagues 
of the “Light Blue” can 
maintain contact through 
various organised events.

It was not only the current 
CURUFC players who have 
been very busy over the 
Michaelmas Term, the old boys 
of the Friends of Cambridge 
Committee have also had 
a full calendar running the 
CURUFC vs Old Blues fixture, 
the varsity match car park 
party and Christmas carol 
service.

The CURUFC vs Old Blues 
game was held at Rosslyn Park 
RFC on Sunday 5th October. 
After losing narrowly the 
previous year the old boys 
were determined to up their 
game and managed to fit 
in a warm up match in the 
sweltering heat of Alghero, 
Sardinia. Although this helped 
the team bond it probably 
did not prepare them for the 
very wet weather conditions 
experienced in south west 
London on the day of the big 
game! Despite the heavy rain 
on the morning of the game 
and lack of functioning trains 
the game was well supported 
with around a hundred friends 
enjoying a fine lunch before 

watching a closely fought, but 
free running game. Despite 
the hard work the Old Boys 
came second best with the 
Blues lifting the inaugural Tony 
Craigen Cup.

2008 saw one of the most 
thrilling Varsity Matches in 
many a year and again the 
Friends car park party was 
well attended by many faces 
from down the years including 
the victorious teams of 1978 
and 1998. For yet another 
year the December weather 
was relatively kind to us al-
lowing Friends a great place to 
meet up either before or after 
the game (or both).

The final event of 2008 was 
the candlelit Christmas carol 
service held in St Margaret 
Pattens church in the city, 
followed by mulled wine 
and mince pies. This was the 
second year we have run this 
event and it is proving so 
popular we may have to find a 
bigger church!

The first Friends event 
of 2009 will be the Boat 
Race Party.

If you, your family and friends 
are interested in attending any 
of the Friends events please 
keep an eye on the website 
www.friendsofcambridge.com.  
If you would like to be added 

to the mailing list, to get early 
reminders of the events, or 
even put your name forward 
to take on the current Blues 
in the Old Boys game please 
email us at friendsofcam-
bridge@yahoo.co.uk 

  
Friends of Cambridge

Scott ADAMS  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 2001)
Living in Auckland where he 
specialises in Occupational 
Medicine.  Married Jo in 2004, 
daughter Holly Rachel ADAMS 
born in 2007.  Met Max 
GRAHAM in Kenya while on 
honeymoon.  Also in contact 
with Tony RUAKERE who lives 
close by, Ali NEWMARCH in 
Sidney and Duncan BLAIKIE 
by intermittent email.  Rugby 
playing has included two 
seasons with North Harbour 
and some pre-season work 
with the Wanderers in Johan-
nesburg. 

Simon BERRY  (Selwyn, 
Blue 1971)
Retired from post of House 
Master at Harrow after 10 
years.  Now full time teaching 
of French and Italian.

John BLAIKIE  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 2005-6, Captain 
2006)
Sullivan Thomas Oke BLAIKIE 
born to John and Tara on 17 
December 2008, weighing 9 
lb 14 oz.

Alan BUZZA  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 1988-9, Captain 
1989)
Engaged to Hope COOPER 
(Women’s Captain 1998).

James CURE (St Edmund’s,  
Blue 2004)

Celebrating the birth of 
Sophia Alice Elizabeth CURE 
on 2 February, weight 6 lb 3 
oz.

Anthony DALWOOD  (St 
Edmund’s, Blue 1993-4)
Head of Public Equities at 
SVG Investment Managers.  
Previously a Director at UBS 
Global Asset Management.  
Manager of Wooden Spoon 
Blues international rugby 
sevens team.  Two children 
Darcey (2 years) and Kian (1 
year), both christened at St 
Edmund’s College by Father 
Michael ROBSON.  Living in St 
Albans with Louisa POTTER 
(Robinson).

Russell EARNSHAW  (St 
John’s, Blue 1995-6)
Playing rugby for Birmingham 
Solihull.  Assistant coach for 
England 7s.

Mark EDWARDS  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 2001)
Engaged to Kirsten SPURR.  
Marrying in May in New 
Zealand.

Richard ELLIOTT  (St 
Edmund’s, Blue 1997)
Engaged to Claire NESMITH.  
Marrying in Richmond, Surrey 
on 9 August.

Mark FYVIE  (Wolfson, 
1995-8)
Entrepreneur and private 

consultant in Cape Town, spe-
cialising in financial services 
for clinical trials, oil purifica-
tion technology, bioenergy, 
sustainable eco-tourism and 
agricultural residential synergy.

Angus INNES  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 1998-9-2000-1, 
Captain 1999)
Engaged to Leigh ROBERT-
SON (Oxford University).  
Getting married in May in 
Scotland.

Dafydd LEWIS  (Hughes 
Hall, Blue 2003-4)
Running in the 2009 London 
Marathon in aid of Cure 
Parkinsons (sponsorship wel-
come -  www.justgiving.com/
dafyddgwynlewis). 
Currently working as surveyor 
for Colliers CRE in Cam-
bridge.

Ed MALLETT  (St Ed-
munds, Blue 2000-1)
Engaged to Daisy JOYE.  
Planning to marry in Sydney 
towards the end of the year.

Martin PURDY  (Fitzwil-
liam, Blue 2000-2)
Playing rugby in Italy for 
GRAN Parma since October 
2008.  Previous clubs Wasps 
2000-7, Bath 2007-8, North 
Harbour NZ 2008.

David QUINLAN  (St 
Catharines, Blue 2000)
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News from Past Players cont...
Engaged to Ciara O’BRIEN.  
Planning to marry in Decem-
ber in Ireland.   Capped for 
Ireland twice against Japan in 
June 2005. 

Simon ROBERTS  
(Christs, Blue 1983)
Consultant Orthopaedic and 
Sports Injury surgeon.  Oper-
ates on injured rugby players, 
but more League than Union.

Eben ROLLITT 
(Magdalene, Blue 1994)
Rugby career at Wasps to 
2000, Rosslyn Park 2000-2 
and Dubai Exiles 2002-2007.  
Represented the Arabian Gulf 
in 2007 World Cup qualifiers 
against China, Japan and Korea.  
Now works for Leisurecorp 
as Senior Development 
Manager of the buildings on 
Jumeirah Golf Estates.

Ben RYAN  (Homerton, 
Blue 1995-6)
Head Coach for England 7s.

Henry WHITFORD  
(Hughes Hall, Blue 1997-8)
Daughters Isabella Victoria 
Rose (born 4 March 2006) 
and Poppy Henrietta (born 26 
November 2008).  Christen-
ings on 26 April 2009 with 
Mark DENNEY and Adam 
BIDWELL as godfathers.  
Working in the City as a 
Lloyd’s broker for Bowood 
Partners Ltd..

REUNIONS

1958
Fifty years on a reunion lunch 
of the 1958 team, which beat 
Oxford 17-6, was held at the 
Leander Club, Henley-on-
Thames in December 2008.  
Twelve attended, only David 
MCSWEENEY and David 
MILLS were unfortunately not 
well enough to make it and 
Keith BEARNE had died in a 
car crash in South Africa many 
years previously.  Geoffrey 
WINDSOR LEWIS was Cap-
tain and ten of the team were 
already or would become 
Internationals.  Gordon WAD-
DELL and Kenny SCOTLAND 
would also play for the British 
Lions in 1959.

1952-3-4
Jim ROBERTS and Ian BEER 
are organising a reunion lunch 
in London, probably at the 
Army & Navy Club, on 25 
November 2009.  Of the 29 
players in these three years 
thirteen were to gain Interna-
tional honours.
Those who have already indi-
cated their attention to attend 
are Ian BEER, Peter DAVIES, 
Jim ROBERTS, Vic LEADBET-
TER, Peter RYAN, Harry 
MORGAN, Freddie BERING-
ER, Bob MACEWEN, Dennis 
SILK, John ASQUITH, Bill 
DOWNEY, David MARQUES, 
Tommy McCLUNG and Dick 
UMBERS.

Legends
Simon COOKE (Blue 1981) 
is organising a “Legends” vets 
game at Barnes RFC on 19 
April 2009 to raise money for 
a friend Neil MURPHY who 
has had a brain haemorrhage.  
Past Blues who have agreed 
to play alongside the likes of 
Jason LEONARD and Peter 
WINTERBOTTOM include 
Huw Davies (1980-1), John 
CULLEN (1980-1), Simon 
SMITH (1982-3).  It would be 
good to see some Old Blues 
there.

Last Tour – Last Game
Simon COOKE is also 
organising a trip to South 
Africa to see the second and 
third Lions tests followed  by 
a game against the Pirates 
RFC in Johannesburg on 2 
July 2009.  He invites anyone 
over 40 who is interested to 
contact him.

DEATHS

We regret to report the fol-
lowing deaths

Tony CRAIGEN
Tony played hooker for Guy’s 
Hospital, Blackheath, Kent, the 
Royal Navy and the Com-
bined Services.  He joined the 
Trumpington Street medical 
practice with WINDSOR 
LEWIS in 1953 and became 
the team doctor for CU-
RUFC.  He remained team 

doctor for thirty years as well 
as being personal doctor to 
many of the players.  He was 
part of the first CURUFC 
senior committee set up in 
the 1950s and in 1963 became 
Fixtures Secretary and in 1973 
Treasurer.  He was instrumen-
tal in developing the link with 
Bowrings through Michael 
MELLUISH, which led to a 
30 year sponsorship of the 
Varsity Match.

Paul BEARD (St John’s, 
Blue 1987)
Nigel TOPPING (St John’s, 
Blue 1986-7) describes Paul’s 
calmness under pressure and 
strength under the high ball 
and deceptive pace which 
were crucial at Full Back.  
This allowed Mark THOMAS 
(Magdalene, Blue 1986-7) to 
move to the wing from where 
he scored the winning try in 
the Varsity Match.  Paul was 
a consummate sportsman, 
famous for having represented 
his county at almost every 
sport, including tiddlywinks.  
He was a proud Johnian, one 
of three undergraduate Red 
Boys to win their blues in 
1987.
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