





It all started at Rugby School.
Not only did Webb Ellis
refuse to conform but Micky
Steele-Bodger proved to be
an equally curmudgeonly
character who liked to do
things his way.A talented
player, cut down in his prime,
he set about bestowing all his
other talents on the oval-ball
game. Blessed with fire, if not
patience, he inspired many
men with his infectious
humour and Corinthian
attitude. For the Cambridge
University v. Steele-Bodger’s
Select XV still to be going
after sixty-two years is a
legend in itself; the man is part
of that legend and not only in
his lunch-time.

Selection for the S-B team
meant that you had been
noticed, not necessarily had
you arrived but ripe for
future great days, a Barbarian
maybe? Micky asked me if |
had ever played for him in the
S-B match. | said | had never
had the privilege.*“Probably
not good enough,” he opined.
His teams used to have stars,
some falling, some

shooting; now, with a
professional game embedded,
only players available and who
conform to Micky’s criteria of

qualities, are selected. He runs
his teams with Churchillian
irascibility; witness the
half-time tirade, of hair-drier
volubility, he gave to his team
this year when they were
thirty points down playing
touch rugby. Don’t be
confused that Micky’s bark is
worse than his bite, very much
the reverse. His passion for
the Game is undiminished, a
game he always thought did
not need money to make it
important or more
competitive. There is no
fiercer competitor around but
still he is a staunch adherer

to the spirit of camaraderie,
the post-match paraphernalia,
with graciousness, speeches by
the captains at the post-match
dinner and GDBO to finish
off with!

To be a stickler and brook no
compromise are not always
popular nor modern but you
know if Micky disapproves. He
is, however, a man, generous
of spirit and has a heart made
for two. Energy abounds; his
wife, Muff, must be worn out
but what a team!

Steele-Bodger tactics are plain
and simple but more relevant
than ever. Flair is admired,
kicking is seen as a last resort
(‘we do not train, we play the
game... sing the Baa-Baas).
Risks should be taken but not

at the expense of the basics
(would Webb Ellis have
approved?), good,
old-fashioned rucking, low
tackling, swift transfer of the
ball, running forwards not
sideways and backed up by
depth in numbers at pace.This
year’s captain, after Micky’s
half-time blockbuster, mused,
“He may be old but he knows
what he’s talking about.”

To say the Steele-Bodger
match is a tradition is to state
the obvious. East Anglia en
bloc stops and savours this
occasion which still retains its
unique atmosphere of fun. A
time to renew acquaintances,
restore old friendships, park
the wife at John Lewis and
drink a beverage or five.The
match is important, the
occasion more so.

Micky’s enthusiasm is rarely
sated; | have found a wonder-
ful winger, playing for Preston
Grasshoppers, God, he’s
quick!” Never one to use five
words when fifty will do and
those are not always very far
from being interesting, Micky’s
judgement is transparently
right on most things and don’t
try to persuade him other-
wise — remember that bite!

Patrick Briggs
Steele-Bodger
Representative

On a sunny afternoon on
Wednesday 25 November
the Blues hosted the 62nd
annual Steele-Bodgers match
in front of a crowd of about
3000 spectators. Marquees
for Hawks Club members,
local business groups and for
the sale of beer were well
supported. New features
this year were outlets selling
food, drink and products from
CURUFC and Samurai in the
front car park. A brass band
from the University added to
the atmosphere.

Cambridge started the game
more strongly than the
opposition, who barely knew
each other; and quickly settled
into an impressive rhythm,

rewarded with Andy Daniels
crossing the line in the first
few minutes. A flurry of tries
from Pat Crossley, Fred Bur-
den and Jo Wheeler followed.
Close to half time the
Bodgers broke free and would
have scored but for a
wayward final pass.

In the second half the
Bodgers began to realise
what they were capable of and
to make breaks aplenty
whenever they got the ball.
Fly half Owen Farrell and
nippy scrum half Harry Peck
(son of lan, Blue and Captain
1979) were not afraid to

be adventurous and throw
risky, sometimes outrageous,
passes out wide to test the
Cambridge defences. Their
classy domination of play was
rewarded when Lee Imolek

crossed over to give them
their first points of the game.
Over confidence amongst
the visitors allowed the
Cambridge scrum half Doug
Rowe to pounce on the ball
leading to another try. After
this the two teams traded try
for try leading to a final score
of 48-26.

This thoroughly entertaining
game was graced by our new
official match sponsor IGNIS.
Ignis Assessment Management
is a world wide £65 billion
powerhouse. CURUFC are
very pleased to have this new
association and look forward
to a continuing relationship.

Kareen Thorne
Editor



together in September for

a series of preseason camps
that this year were held in
Cambridge. Drawing on his
extensive knowledge and
experience Dan Vickerman
was quick to outline
structures and patterns for
the coming season —
something that would
hopefully provide the perfect
platform for some controlled
but expansive rugby.

There was no better way to
start the season than by
welcoming the Old Boys back
to Grange Road for a good
natured match that is starting
to cement itself in the fixture
list. The after match function
saw over 100 guests enjoying
a drink in the autumn evening
sun before a sit down dinner
was held at the Club — much
of the credit must go to Stu
Eru (Captain 2003) for
organising such a memorable
event.

The Blues recorded two
subsequent victories as
Loughborough University and
Blackheath visited Grange
Road.Vickerman was adamant
however, that the squad
should be looking to improve
on every performance as the
season progressed.The arrival
of a strong Northampton
Wanderers side provided the
Blues with somewhat of a

wakeup call. The Wanderers,
who featured England Saxon’s
flyhalf Stephen Myler and
former Blue and Scotland A
centre Joe Ansbro, stretched
the Blues throughout the eight
minutes resulting in a 73-14
loss —Ansbro picking up a hat
trick at his old ground.

As the season continued the
Blues were somewhat
disrupted by several

injuries which meant that the
backline often found itself
being reshuffled from week
to week. Combined with two
cancelations it seemed as if
time was slipping away as the
Blues failed to hit their true
potential. In front of a packed
Grange Road the Blues
started to show signs of their
true potential and produced a
near perfect first half against
the Steele-Bodgers XV.
However, as had sometimes
been the case during the
previous games the Blues
failed to provide the killer
blows and let the Bodgers
get back in during the second
half resulting in a final score
of 48-26.

In sub-zero conditions the
Blues’ secured a 36-8 win
over Moseley in the
penultimate game of the
season. It was now time to
focus their attention entirely
on the big match.With the
Other Place demonstrating

their usual arrogant and cocky
demeanour Vickerman made
sure that the Blues’ focus was
contained to their own game
and nothing else.

With eleven current Blues in
the match day squad the team
returned to Twickenham on
10th December looking to
avenge last year’s result.As is
generally the case the Varsity

Match got off to a frantic start.

The Blues found themselves
confined to their own half

for much of the first forty
minutes and finally succumbed
to a penalty try. Nevertheless,
there were several moment
where the team demonstrated
their potential for open
running rugby, none more so
than when Jimmy Richards
countered from a loose kick,
resulting in James Greenwood
scoring in the corner.The
teams went in at the half with
the Dark side having a 7-5
lead.

After an inspiring halftime talk
from their skipper the Blues
came out looking to lift the
level a notch. Superb defence
continued to frustrate the
opposition before a
thundering run saw Will Jones
crash over under the posts.
Then came a break from Fred
Burdon which was finished off
by Ross Broadfoot to increase
the Blues’ lead. Nevertheless
the score remained close as

the Blues conceded a penalty
kick and a try.That was until
Jimmy Richards, later crowned
as Man of the Match, crossed
the white wash shortly
followed by a superb
individual effort from Jamie
Hood. As time expired
Cambridge were victorious
by 31-27 and had once again
regained the Varsity trophy.

GDBO

Doug Rowe
Blues Secretary 2009

temperatures, we have been
left with a nasty case of snow
mould (fusarium) on the back
pitch! What does this mean
to the Blues | hear them cry?
This means that the pitch
needs to be sprayed with a
fungicide to ensure continued

play.

The pitch is looking in
reasonable condition as we
enter the new term and
should hold out well, weather
permitting.

At this time of year with
football and rugby the pitch
needs to meet two different
specifications e.g. for rugby

a soft surface that absorbs
impact and does not tear is
required and football requires
a smoother surface that aids
travel of the ball. So my job
entails continually juggling
these requirements on a pitch
that is well over a 100 years
old.

As for the rest of the grounds
and facilities, we are having
new gates at the main
turnstile and the upstairs
rooms in the pavilion have
been redecorated and are
due to have new carpets — so
watch those boots gentlemen!

Being the eternal optimist |
am always looking forward to
the next season and ways to
improve the pitches within a
limited resource.This entails
finding the best grass seeds
for the use of winter sports
at the most competitive
prices and there is a lot of
choice from approximately
2,000 types.Also trying to be
environmentally friendly we
have sourced liquid seaweed
instead of heavy fertilisers
which can wash off into lo-
cal watercourses. Improved
chemicals ensure that the
pitch only requires spraying
once or twice a year with
herbicide.

The hard work is carried out
in the summer to prepare the
pitches for the new season
starting in October.This
commences in April with
vertidraining followed by
spreading of 50 tonnes of
sports sand to help drainage
followed by reseeding and
irrigating and fighting off the
pigeons!

David Hurst
Grounds Manager



The LX Club was expertly
captained this season by open
side flanker Jon Kennedy
(Pembroke) returning from a
bad knee injury the previous
season.The team played a
series of tough matches
against club and military
teams on Saturdays. The small
number of players in the Blues
squad this year and their
injury list meant that there
were hardly any

appearances in the LX Club
teams by Blues squad

players and consequently the
team varied from week to
week with only a small core
of players. However on the
positive side a large number of
undergraduate players gained
valuable experience of
‘transition’ rugby.

In all matches everybody gave
their best and on a couple of
notable occasions against the
Army U23 XV and the Royal
Engineer Regiment develop-
ment XV the team was either
leading or holding the
opposition until extra size,
bulk and experience told in
the final twenty minutes.

There were two matches
against Loughborough
University, the first a very
exciting encounter settled
by one score but the other

a hefty defeat at ‘fortress’
Loughborough.The season
had begun with a promising
draw against Luton RFC but
in the end no victories were
gained and the coaches and
players resorted to the time
honoured ‘seeking the
positives’ from each match!
Despite the build up results,
the Varsity match against
OURFC Greyhounds was
approached in a positive and
confident manner but on the
day the constant heavy rain,
very muddy pitch and
superior bulk and technique
of the ‘Hounds’ pack ensured
that the sensible and total
forward game played by
OURFC resulted in a 40-0
defeat for the LX’s, with all
but one try coming from
driven mauls or scrums. It was
massively disappointing but
the only solace was that
nobody gave up at all and
those who are not scientists
learned that many of the laws
of physics were obviously
discovered on such an
occasion in the distant past!!

The U21 Varsity match at
Twickenham was a

massive disappointment for all
concerned as the light blues
succumbed to a heavy defeat
17-53. 1t would be easy and
tempting to put the blame
entirely on the fact that
Cambridge played for 70
minutes with only 14 men
having had captain and
openside flanker Tom Stanton
red carded in the 10th minute
for ‘striking’.

The red card was
contentious but nevertheless
a reality and clearly this had
an effect on Cambridge, but
in truth OURFC were better
on the day and may well have
won with both teams at full
strength.The Dark Blue pack
was effective and any gaps

in the Cambridge defence
were ruthlessly and clinically
exploited. Despite this the
Light Blues played with spirit
and especially in the second
half put together a number of
effective phases of attacking
rugby resulting in two tries for
Rob Stevens (Jesus) and one
for Lloyd Rickard (St John’s).

Days like this are hard to bear
but there is a foundation to
build on to seek revenge in
2010.

The U21As had held the

cup for two years and were
determined not to give it up
on home turf at Grange Road
but a catastrophic couple

of minutes just prior to half
time ensured that the jubilant
Whippets returned to the
other place with the cup and
a final score of 13-22.In the
38th minute of the first half
Cambridge had gained
ascendancy and were
dominating possession
following a nervous start and

an early lead for the Whippets.

Good ball was won from a
midfield ruck and Cambridge
attacked right with a four to
two ascendancy but the pass
that should have resulted in

a lead at half time went badly
astray and the resultant

pick up and breakaway score
under the posts by the
Whippets was a classic 14
point turnaround! The U21As
pressed very hard throughout
the second half but a dogged
Whippets side held on to
secure victory in what had
been an enthralling, excellent
and hard fought match with
both teams deserving credit.

This was a fantastic match in
which eight tries were scored,
four by each team and all but
one in the corner.The winning
margin was therefore the
conversion following the
OURFC try under the posts
and the final score 20-22.
Cambridge had the chance to
draw with the final kick of the
game but it narrowly missed
from the left hand touchline.

The game was a great advert
for Colleges rugby played

by two well matched teams
prepared to be adventurous
at all times and a good crowd
was treated to some superb
skills and running.Tries for
Cambridge were scored by
Tom Roberts (Selwyn), Mark
Varley (Queens’),a collective
effort from a driven maul after
a lineout, and finally by Andy
Murdoch (Homerton).

lan Minto



Jon DAWSON (St Edmunds,
Blue 2006-7-8, Captain 2008)
Finding time for rugby with
Rosslyn Park in between his
work in the City.

Pat CROSSLEY (Homerton,
Blue 2008-9). With Ben
MAIDMENT (St Edmunds) in
England Students Squad.

Mike HASLETT (St
Catharines, Blue 1998-9-
2000, Captain 2000) Mike
and Claire have a baby girl,
Romaine Shirley born 28
October 2009 weighing 7Ib
8oz.

Dan VICKERMAN (Hughes
Hall, Blue 2008-9, Captain
2009) Joseph born to Dan
and Sarah on 30 September
2009 weighing 7Ib 12 oz.

Pei
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Anthony DALWOOD (St
Edmunds, Blue 1993-4) is en-
gaged to be married to Louisa
POTTER (Robinson).Tony is
Chief Executive Officer with
SVG Adpvisers.

Hamish INNES (Hughes Hall,
Blue 1998-9) is engaged to be
married to Ali NAPIER, tennis
Blue from New Hall.

Nick BUOY (Hughes Hall,
Blue 1999). Nick married
Dawn LIEBE in Brighton on

|13 February. He is currently
master in charge of rugby at
Brighton College, where Adam
BIDWELL (Hughes Hall, Blue
1998-9) went to school.

Alan BUZZA (Hughes Hall,
Blue 1988-89, Captain 1989).
Alan married Hope COOPER
(Captain of CUWRFC in
about 1999) at St Michaels
Church, Blewbury, Oxon on
26 September 2009.

Michael MAVOR (St Johns)
died on 8 December 2009
aged 62. He played rugby at
Cambridge (1965 to 1968),
narrowly missing his Blue.
After teaching at Tonbridge

he was recruited in 1979

to become headmaster of
Gordonstoun. Eleven years
later he moved to Rugby

as headmaster. In 2000 he
returned to his home town of
Edinburgh and his own school
Loretto as head. He was one
of the most successful reform-
ing heads of his generation.
He led three good schools
and left them all in significantly
better condition than when he
took them on. He is survived
by his wife Elizabeth and a son
and daughter.

Sam PERRY (Trinity, Blue
1946-7) died 17 December
2009 aged 91. He graduated
in biochemistry at Liverpool
University in 1939 but was
immediately swept up into
the Second World War. His
main fame, or notoriety, was
that he escaped from Ger-
man prisoner of war camps
three times. To pass the time
in camp he ran courses in

biochemistry using a book
supplied by the Red Cross,
which followed him each time
he was rearrested. After the
war he completed a Ph.D.

in Cambridge and became

a pioneering researcher in
muscle biochemistry. In 1959
he moved to Birmingham
University as Head of the
new Department. His rugby
career included seven caps
for England, the first of which
was against Wales in Cardiff in
January 1947. He was also the
only Fellow of the Royal Soci-
ety to have been a Barbarian.

Mike WETSON (St Ca-
tharines, Blue 1958-9-60)

died 30 July 2009. He played
hooker in three Varsity
Matches and was a member
of the Oxford and Cambridge
tour to the Far East in 1959.
He was also a member of

the distinguished Cambridge
side which won the Melrose
Sevens. He played first class
rugby for Wasps and Glouces-
ter and in France for Stade
Bordelais before becoming a

founder member of Brussels
British during his many years
in Belgium. He will be sadly
missed by his wife Susan, chil-
dren Calum,Angus and
Catriona and all his many
friends around the world.

1952-3-4

Jim ROBERTS (Christs, Blue
1952-3-4) writes that there
was a reunion lunch of the
1952, 53, 54 XVs at the Army
and Navy Club in London

on 20 November 2008. Of
the original 29 players who
represented Cambridge 12
were or became Internation-
als and 19 are still around.
The attendees were Peter
WHEELER (Magdalene) , lan
BEER (St Catharines), Fred
BERINGER (St Catharines),
Peter DAVIES (Trinity Hall),
Harry MORGAN (Christs),
Oliver WOODROFFE (Trin-
ity Hall),Vic LEADBETTER
(St Catharines), Peter RYAN
(Caius), Bob MACEWEN (St
Catharines), Dick UMBERS
(Queens), Bill DOWNEY (Em-
manuel) and Jim ROBERTS.
Dennis SILK (Sidney) had to
attend a family funeral that
day and David MARQUES
(Queens), Howell GRIFFITHS
(Christs), Tommy MCCLUNG
(Emmanuel) and Nick RAF-
FLE (Emmanuel) were unable
to come owing to ill health
at the time. Dan MASSEY




Cont...

(Christs) and John HERBERT
(St Catharines) were too far
away in Australia. All sent their
regards and best wishes and
were sent signed menus and
photos in return.

The event was highly success-
ful and the next reunion was
arranged for November 201 |.

CHARITIES

Rory JENKINS (Downing, Blue
1992) is playing for England
Legends versus Irish Legends
at the Harlequins ground on
Friday 26 February at 7.45
p-m.. All proceeds are in aid
of the rugby spinal injuries
charity run by Keith Wood.
(www.englandirelandlegends.
com).

Six Hawks and a Lion

The six Hawks Adam BID-
WELL (Hughes Hall, Blue
1998-9), Conor DAVIS (St
Edmunds, Blue 2000), Mark

DENNEY (St Edmunds, Blue
1997-8), Richard ELLIOTT
(St Edmunds, Blue 1997),
Paul SURRIDGE (Hughes
Hall, Blue 1996-7) and Henry
WHITFORD (Homerton &
Hughes Hall, Blue 1997-8)
are planning to cycle from
Nice to Paris from February
18-23 to accompany Lawrence
DALLAGLIOQ. This is one out
of six legs travelling between
the upcoming Six Nations
stadia. It will include two
days fighting with the Alps
before heading to the Chablis
region and Paris. On average
the trip will involve 140 km
per day. Funds are being
raised for Sports Relief and
the newly formed Dallaglio

L2 AR

Foundation. Those to benefit
will include Cancer Research
UK, Leukemia Research, Help
for Heroes, Professional
Rugby PlayersAssociation

Benevolent Fund and DeBRA.
Details at www.justgiving.
com/5hawksalionandadwarf

lan BEER (St Catharines, Blue
1952-3-4) is Chairman of the
Injured Players Foundation
which is now the official char-
ity of the RFU having merged
with SPIRE. It was launched
at |0 Downing Street by the
Prime Minister on 18 Febru-
ary 2009. The objectives of
IPF are:

I. To care for all catastrophi-
cally injured players from the
moment of injury until their
death. There is a medical and
pastoral team which imme-
diately visits hospitals and
families to help.

2. To educate the game about
the prevention and care of
injuries.

3. To support research into
injury prevention and the care
of those who are injured.
Funds are raised in a variety
of ways, one of which is the
Final Whistle Legacy Club
whose Founder Members are
all the living Past Presidents of
the RFU.

Details about leaving a legacy
may be obtained from lan
Beer at ankerdine@tiscali.
co.uk or via the RFU.

Diary Dates

March

Annual Club Dinner

Wednesday March 10th at Corpus Christi
Reception 7pm, sit down dinner at 7.30pm

£30 per ticket.

December

Varsity Match 2010

The provisional date for the 2010 Nomura Varsity Match

is Thursday 9 December, with kickoffs for U21’s at
[1.30 a.m. and Blues at 2.00 p.m.

21




| would like
to say what a fantastic game of
rugby this year’s Varsity Match
was and a truly memorable
victory. Some of the
performances that day were
outstanding and it is a
testament to Dan Vickerman
as captain and the rest of the
coaching and support staff
that we performed to that
level on the day. The self
belief and team spirit was
evident for all to see and it
made many old blues very
proud to be light blue. The
boot party that day was a
great success once again.
Whilst we were fortunate
with the dry weather and the
manner of the light blue win,
which left around 150 people
in jovial spirits, | think it once
again highlights the support

network that exists with the
Friends of Cambridge. It
was great to see some of the
guys there from the 30 year
reunion after the game and
we would like to encourage
groups from all eras to come
along next year and support
the Friends and the team at
Twickenham.

As a group the Friends of
Cambridge is a non profit
organisation that’s goal is to
develop and strengthen a
network of supporters by
holding four events per
annum. The next event we
are hosting is the Boat Race
party on Saturday 3 April. The
last few years this day has
proved to be very popular
and we are sure this year will
be no exception. We are in
negotiations with Winchester

House once again and will
post details on the Friends
of Cambridge website (www.
friendsofcambridge.com) and
on the CURUFC website
(www.curufc.com) as soon
as they are confirmed. Book

early to avoid disappointment.

A group of FoC are also
aiming to fill at least two
tables at the end of the
season club dinner in Cam-
bridge. This year the event

is black tie at Corpus Christi
College and should be a great
night out. If you are interest-
ed in attending as part of the
FOC contingent please get in
contact with Stewart Eru on
stewart_eru@yahoo.com.

In addition to the boat race
party the Friends host a mar-
quee and dinner at the annual

Tony Craigen Memorial Match,
which sees a collection

of Old Boys take on the Blues
in the first game of the season
(now in its 4th year). Last
year was the inaugural year

in Cambridge and was a great
success. It is always nice to
go back to Grange Road and
we had over 150 support-

ers to watch an entertaining
game before the evening
dinner. This gave old boys the
chance to meet the younger
generation of Blues, who will
hopefully form the backbone
of FOC in the years to come.
The aim is to get more than
200 supporters and friends
back to Grange Road to
support this event in 2010.
We are looking to engage

a broader spectrum of year
groups and rely on word of
mouth to spread the message

SLUE BLUL)

rather than a bombardment
of emails. Again as soon as
the details are finalised we
will update the website and
mailing list.

As with any network
organisation we are
continually looking to grow
and encompass as many old
members of CURUFC as
possible into the fold of FoC.
As such it is crucial that we
build a database with people’s
up to date contact
information. Please get in
touch at the following address
friendsofcambridge@yahoo.
co.uk for upcoming FoC
events. If the club does not
have your current contact
details please send them to
curufc@btclick.com in order
to keep our database up to
date.

RED HEART

Once again what a victory!
Look forward to catching
up with old friends for some
drinks at one of the coming
events in 2010.

Ross Blake



